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One of the most obvicus manifestations of the shrinking size of Shanghai's
{forsign community is the reduction in recreatiogﬂ facilities previously
offared by a variety of foreign clubs. Golf and temnis sre sbout the only
gperts remsining, with golf for forsigners bei
wEla% which was experiencing financisl difficulties st the time of my departure
from Shanghai, It was expected that the British Country Club would soom he
foreed to give up its propsrity on Nasking Road, because of ihe high tax-rate,
&ad move 1o the British School grounds on Avenus Hafg. This combination of
high texes and dwindling membership has resulted in the Frewch Club dropping

sll ite grounds, including the tennis courts s &nd I was told that the tax-cost

for the tuilding iteelf was so bigh that it would scon be necessary to lease
some or most of the club rooms for non-vlub use. It was also fearad that
the and wae in sight for the Italian Club; { |
wig ong of the city's lest “late™ night-spots.
?ﬁh@ wazager of the Ttellen Club aniPmTed TEAT the "last dance” |
woald be at OL15 and it was said that the suthorities wers putting pressure
on this inmstitution. , :

Altkough the Comminist currency was statle and the cost of native products
reasonadble, the prices of "foreign® commodities were extremely high. ILocal
milk and butber were still avallable, but butter cost 1.25 per pound.
Among "imported®. articles for foreign consumption, he following
typical prices: Yardley's “Three for a dollar® tollsE goap cost US$L.00 per
cakes toothpaste cost US$L.TS per large tube; shampoo which would normelly
reteil at $.35 a bottle cost US$L.LS5; Lucky Strike cigareties cost

US$L.20 a pack; Scoteh whisky cost US$15.00 & bottle. In consequence, 8o
Tar @8 liguor was concerned, the foreign community for the most part drank
locally-produced vodks and a gin, distilled by the Ewo Brewery, that sold for
US$2.00 a hotile. Native "yellow wine®, however, contiruned to be cheap
azd plentiful. ,
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3. foreign medical service had virtually disappeared.
the foreign comminity patronized a White Russian

25X1X “goctor - formerily one of Marshell Jackson's associstes - who was a
Llongtimez Shanghai resident and considered to be politically relisble.
The Westemi-trained obstetrician, Amos Wong, handled a large pércentage

of forelgn maternity cases. With the exception of the aforemertioned 25X1X
25X1X White Russisn, however, I knew of no foreign doctors in Shanghai
‘ 1 25X1X
18"
25X1X

Although gascline was
quite expensive, I do not recall that the supply for consular cars being
rationed. Household electricity waz not rationed nor;, to my recollection,
were there sny Interruptions in service or “dark® periods. Although the
possession of radic transmitting equipment was forbidden (official
suspleions about transmitters alsge including "all-band™ receivers
‘which the suthorities may have suspected to be transmitters); ordinsry
. #alo receiving sets caused no comment., Although it was pominally e
- prefibited to. listen to foreign broadcasts, the members of. the foreign
25X1X cmnmmi‘ﬁ:{y 8ll did so. There was said to be & curfew in the sity, but T .
went ground at night a good deal and never sew it enforced. Althoush
foreighers. wére fever in number
their preseuce on the street sttracreT oo, viculsr a%lention and I
encountered no hostility, even at the time of the Netionalist bombings
.of the city, RS e,

5. This arss of ‘nonéinterfere,nce,had Ats limitations, howeves, Travel
outelde Bhadghal was forbidden without pemmite, which wers virtually,
impossible to obtair. As a result, the pre~"liberstion” pattern of. .
weekends at Hangchow or Scochow or summer vagations in North China hed

isappeared altogether. Tuo the business community, the Goverument
reg‘u.lations,makimg import-export trade a wvirtuul State monopely,. together
with the near-stagnation of. Shsnghal as a foreign purb-of-cell for. - .
.. shipping had reduced foreign-managed trade to = trickles 25X1X
o-menths in the eity, the only sizeable vessels +o call at Shanghal wete:
Butterfield and Swire coasters, and these rapsly. Foreign passengers .
wers aoh @.l.lowe&_‘oiz; the B&S ships unless, for medical reasens, they
wers unable to travel by eny cther means, o :

6« In contrast to the trading sectlon of the foreign business community, .
such service organizations as the Shenghai Power Compary and the
Telsphone Company were continuing in operation. It was said, however,

- thet the weage démznde of these companies! employess were .causing . . .
serious financial difficulties and, of course, it vas impossible to

© take earnings - if afiy - out ‘of the country. - In this conmegtion,

25X1X unions were omnipresent and msny were organized along other than.arpr

© . diness.
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The present appearance of downtown Shanghai is both smart and clean, .
The reduciion o the number of foreign residents has reduced the-number
of - automobiles seen.on the streets. The number of rickshas has also
been reduced and strictly-enforced traffic regulations keep the pedicabs
to the side of the street, with the result thet the former ant-hesap
appearance of city traffic has been tramsformed. Police regulations have
also sharply reduced the number of street-hawkers in the downiown ares.
The. black uniform favored by the Nationalist police has been abandoged, -
and the Comminist police are dressed in well-made khakis, as are the .
T, & $- Ocvcaslonal sailors = in blue uniform with middy-biouse .- also
present & good sppearence, .AL- exception to this neatnesg is the: :
soldiers! winter uniform which is, shapeless quilted cottom, | '
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